
“Warm relationships with parents who live out their faith  
are vital for faith formation; however, when it comes time to  

develop a Christian identity apart from one’s parents, young adults need  
persisting communities of faithful adults, mentors and friends in their lives.”

 
 From Renegotiating Faith: The Delay in Young Adult Identity Formation and What It Means for the Church  

– a 2018 Canadian research published by the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada in partnership with several ministries.

Keep on Growing
Over 75 years ago, Charlie Leach and a small community of 
friends, committed to seeing God transform the young people 
of their city, founded the Christian Youth Centre in Kingston 
and later, Camp IAWAH.  This passion for youth has remained 
consistent through the shifts of cultural change.  

At IAWAH, we are still focused on youth.   We want to see the 
growth of deeply rooted followers of Christ, which results in 
flourishing individuals and communities.   Helping youth to 
transition well into a life of meaning, direction and adventure 
is our primary purpose.  We have been uniquely positioned to 
create an environment that leverages  welcoming community, 
outdoor adventure and experiential learning to engage and 
challenge people holistically. 

IAWAH provides a progression of amazing experiences 
designed to engage and challenge young people.  With 
adventure, leadership training and positive role models, young 
people are drawn into a community of fun, friendship and 
learning. We understand that these are watershed years, and 
key relationships can profoundly influence the trajectory of a 
young person’s life toward following Christ.

IAWAH Provides…
• Introductory experiences 

(day camp, family retreats and 
special events) 

• Overnight summer camps 
(progression of layered overnight 
camps for children) 

• Intentional community 
(experiential learning campus) 

• Youth development and  
leadership training programs. 

• Retreat and conference facilities 
for kindred ministries. 

• Opportunities for meaningful 
service and skill development.



the shifting dEfinition of youth
 

There has been a consensus among experts who study 
demographics.  Adolescence is not the same today as it 
was 25, 10, or even 5 years ago.  Most youth perceive age 
30 as the magic number when adulthood begins.   This new 
prolonged adolescence and emerging adulthood, can 
have adverse effects on engagement with the Christian 
faith.  While the traditional markers of entering the world 
of adults now seem further out of reach, young people 
still feel the need to differentiate from their families.  For 
many, rejecting the faith of their parents is one way of 
accomplishing that.

Studies show that, “Young adults who had been 
involved with Christian camps 

either as teen campers or camp staff were 
roughly three times as likely to connect 

with a Christian campus group and at least 
twice as likely to connect with  a new church...”   

Renegotiating Faith

The majority of youth we work with are under the age of 
22 (Generation Z).   This cohort grew up never knowing life 
without the internet, and was the catalyst for the growth 
of the smartphone market, social media and streaming 
services to consume media.  They don’t wait to watch the 
6pm news, they are consuming it live through Twitter. 

A generation  
oppressed by fear

FOMO
fear of missing out 

FOBO
fear of being off-line 

FNBA
fear of not being  

amazing 

FOPM
fear of passionless monotony  
(‘adulting’ or facing a life of  

responsibilities)

“Social media with its never-ending feed of 
beautiful and interesting images provides a 

new, dynamic and global point of comparison 
for young adults that leads them to doubt 

their achievements and question their goals.”  
Renegotiating Faith.

Generation Z: 

• Gender fluid

• Hyper-stressed

• Politically engaged

• Connected but lonely

• Overstimulated yet neglected

• No religious identity 

• Technologically savvy

• More ready to work

• Entrepreneurial 

• Motivated for change

• Aversion to becoming an adult

• Justice minded

• Prefer images to words 



what is Iawah’s Response to…

YOUTH WHO ARE TECHNOLOGICALLY 
SAVVY, YET LONELY?

Provide opportunities for authentic adventure, 
community and open conversation.

THE CHALLENGE OF PASSING FAITH ON 
TO THE NEXT GENERATION?

Provide positive “differentiation” where young 
people can forge their new identity and find a 
new role within a Christian community.

A CONFUSING POST-TRUTH WORLD?
Provide a foundation of truth through biblical 
study, critical thinking and apologetics.

THE CRIPPLING FEAR OF FAILURE? 
Provide a solid community of peers, shared 
experience, accountability, experiential 
learning opportunities and mentoring adults.

PROLONGED ADOLESCENCE & 
DELAYED ADULTHOOD

Provide a place of transition to prepare youth 
to be successful young men and women of 
God. 

YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE OVER-

STIMULATED, YET NEGLECTED?
Provide an environment of safety, love and 
guided challenge where youth can discover 
who they are, their gifts, and the plan that God 
has for their lives. 



we are developing 
ministRy plans to…
• Consolidate resources and focus on 

innovative youth programming 

• Build up a focused team of youth 
development advocates who can 
facilitate and mentor young men 
and women

• Foster strategic partnerships with 
key churches and youth focused 
organisations  

• Extend youth development 
programming for those finishing 
grades 8-12 

• Expand our international 
partnerships

• Create a leadership school (gap 
year program) for high school 
graduates

• Improve and expand our Retreat & 
Conference capabilities to facilitate 
group experiences well, thereby 
generating a consistent revenue 
stream to fund ministry

Ministry will be based out of 
Iawah’s wolfe lake Campus:
 
Summer Camp Seasonal Village:
• Repositioning 3 villages of 4 cabins
• Centralised ‘comfort station’

YDLP Seasonal Village:
• Consolidated YDLP seasonal campus near Pines
• Centralised comfort station near gymnasium
• Larger vehicle & trailer for expeditions

Student/Youth Year-Round Cluster:
• Creating a new Youth Development Centre (for lead-

ership training space, student residence)

Guest/Retreat Year-Round Cluster:
• Improvements to IAWAH Lodge and guest amenities 

Recreational components:
• Official soccer pitch, sea kayaking and other activity  

enhancements 
• High ropes adventure course



Laying a strong foundation…
Groundwork is a special initiative to raise capital funds for electrical upgrades, professional fees, 
and urgently needed septic field upgrades and expansion.    Would you consider a one-time gift, 
spitting your donation over two years, or signing up for monthly pre-authorized donations?   We are 
accepting Groundwork donations until the end of December 2020.   Monthly giving is a convenient 
way to make a significant impact over time - supporting both capital projects and program activities.   

Groundwork includes:

 • Land acquisition and property tax consolidation for the entire IAWAH property

 • Completing the new design and conceptual maps for the proposed IAWAH Campus

 • Approving plans with Conservation Authority and Township for a different zoning

 • Waste water and electrical engineering for current needs and future capacity 

 • Infrastructure upgrades to the existing waste water systems and electrical service

 • Landscaping improvements for pathways and Chapel Point.

“Kids need opportunities to make decisions and look after them-
selves away from family but in a supervised setting.  IAWAH is 

one of those important stepping stones on the way to adulthood.  
Young people get to take risks and challenge themselves, develop-

ing self-esteem while learning interpersonal skills and the impor-
tance of community.”   Parent
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C.W. Leach Complex
1. Main Office
2. Complex rooms 1-4
3. Townhouse Rooms and Lounge
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Special Features
Trails
4. Campfire
5. Archery
6. Chapel Point
7. Canoe/Kayak Dock
8. Waterfront/Beach/Dock
9. Beach Volleyball
10. Cabins (Ontario, Saguenay, Sky Pilot)
11. Wash-House
12. Cabins (Fireside, Robin’s Nest, Freeman)
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613.273.5621
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Groundwork Initiative      $300,000

Site plan, studies, zoning application, architectual   $25,000

Composite utility plan, electrical upgrades    $20,000

Waste water studies, engineering and application  $20,000 

Baker House septic upgrade      $28,000

IAWAH Lodge septic upgrade & expansion    $157,000

Land acquisition, legal fees, amalgamate property  $20,000

Landscaping and playing field expansion    $15,000

Contingency         $15,000

Related Projects       $50,000

Pathway lighting project (2020)     $6,000 

Chapel Point Renewal, electrical supply (2019)   $22,000 

Mapping & Environmental Impact Study (2017)   $22,000



Can you help us with the GRoundwork?  

 
In addition to your regular giving to IAWAH are you able to provide a donation to this initiative? 
Would you consider a one-time gift, splitting your donation over two years, or signing up for 
monthly pre-authorized donations for a year? We are accepting donations until the end of 
December 2020. Monthly giving is a convenient way to make a significant impact over time. 

An anonymous donor has pledged $50,000 in matching funds!  The donor will match up to 
$50,000 of gifts provided or pledged by friends of IAWAH before May 31st.  The anonymous donor 
would like to ensure the Corporation and other Friends of IAWAH are behind the vision.   Would you 
prayerfully consider contributing and being a part of laying the Groundwork?

GiviNg Scale   
There are ways for everyone to  
participate to reach the goal.

75+
Donors contributing 
$300,000 to lay the 
groundwork...

Number of People Amount of Donation

1-2 $75,000

1-3 $20,000

3-5 $10,000

5-6 $5,000

5-7 $3,000

10-12 $1,700

15+ $1,200

15-25 $25-$250



FAq for Giving 
Is my gift fully tax deductible? – Yes.

How should I direct my gift?  -   Cheques can be made payable to Camp IAWAH with “Groundwork” 
noted in the memo line.    On IAWAH’s secure online donation page choose “Capital Fund – Groundwork”.

What is the best way to give?   Visa, Master Card, American Express are acceptable ways to donate to 
Groundwork - but gifts that have the most impact are monthly pre-authorized withdrawals and cheques 
- as these do not incur additional fees.

Over what time frame should my commitment be?   We are encouraging people to consider 
making an initial gift to kick start the funding and then contributing over a period of 12 months, or up 
to September 2020.  However, we recognize that whatever fits your own situation, will be received with 
thankfulness. 

Am I able to give gifts of shares/stocks and securities?   Yes, we have means to accept these gifts and 
can provide assistance through the Canadian National Christian Foundation.

Can I re-direct my regular giving to Groundwork?   Of course this is your choice, but we would 
greatly appreciate, if at all possible, that your giving to this project be over and above your regular 
giving to IAWAH’s Ministry Fund, CampKIDS fund, etc.
    

Using the Groundwork Response Form send your donations to:
IAWAH Christian Ministries

304 Iawah Rd.  RR 2 Godfrey, Ontario  K0H 1T0
Online secure donations:      https://iawah.com/donate/

Or contact IAWAH directly @  613.273.5621



Name:   _______________________________________________   Email: _______________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________ City:  ____________________________________ 

Province:  ______________________________________________________ Postal Code:  _________________________________________

Telephone (H):  _____________________________________________  Cell #:   __________________________________________________

It is my/our intention to help build a strong foundation at IAWAH by making a tax-deductible commitment to the Groundwork 

campaign in the amount of    $ _____________________________

We plan to contribute this gift as follows:

q $____________________one-time gift enclosed

q $____________________one-time gift to be made by:    ___________________ (date)

q $____________________monthly, until Sept. 2020  – to be drawn from my bank account on the   q 1st   or   q 15th   

       beginning:  ____________________________

q $_______________________ annually for 2 years , total of:   $ ____________________

Further explanation (if needed):

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
q Please find my/our cheque(s) enclosed.  Cheques can be made payable to “Camp IAWAH” with “Groundwork” noted in the 
memo line.

q Please charge my:         q VISA         q MasterCard      qAmerican Express         

Credit Card #  _______________________________________________________  Expiry Date: ____________________________ 

Signature ____________________________________________________________________

To make your donation online – visit our secure donations page at: https://iawah.com/donate/

 

Keep On Growing
IAWAH CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES   304 Iawah Rd  RR 2  Godfrey, On K0H 1T0   613.273.5621

Response Form


